[Heart rate and heart rhythm in healthy infants and children].
Cardiac rate and rhythm in 141 healthy infants, toddlers and schoolchildren during 24 hour ambulatory electrocardiographic monitoring are reported. Maximal and minimal heart rate (1/min) in infants 1 to 5 months of age were 204 +/- 17 and 105 +/- 13, in infants 6 to 12 months of age 187 +/- 19 and 101 +/- 15; in toddlers 177 +/- 17 and 66 +/- 10; in schoolchildren 158 +/- 24 and 54 +/- 6. A sizeable proportion of children of all age groups showed patterns of sinus arrhythmias indistinguishable from second degree sinuatrial block. Supraventricular escape beats and escape rhythms were frequent as well. The longest RR interval was 1.03 +/- 0.16 sec. in infants, 1.20 +/- 0.25 sec. in toddlers, and 1.35 +/- 0.15 sec., respectively, in schoolchildren. Two % of infants, 7% of toddlers, and 6% of schoolchildren had episodes of second degree atrioventricular block type I (Wenckebach) at rest. Supraventricular extrasystoles were found in 38%, 13% and 26%, respectively, and uniform ventricular extrasystoles in 18%, 20% and 16%, respectively, of infants, toddlers and schoolchildren. These data, together with similar information in the literature, can be taken as basis for the evaluation of ambulatory electrocardiograms in children.